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this second part of volume iv deals with the cultural achievements of the
various peoples of this immense region arts and crafts literature architecture
music science medicine and technology

adeeb khalid provides a comprehensive history of central asia from the mid
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18th century to today shedding light on the historical forces that have shaped
the region under imperial and communist rule

while the early history of the steppe nomad is shrouded in obscurity the
empire of the steppes brings both the general reader and the specialist the
majestic sweep grandeur and the overriding intellectual grasp of grousset s
original hailed as a masterpiece when first published in french in 1939 and in
english in 1970 this great work of synthesis brings before us the people of
the steppes dominated by three mighty figures atilla genghiz khan and
tamberlain as they marched through ten centuries of history from the
borders of china to the frontiers of the west the book includes nineteen maps
a comprehensive index notes and bibliography

central asia s long and complicated history is teeming with diverse cultures
and traditions the nations of kazakhstan kyrgyzstan tajikistan turkmenistan
and uzbekistan have served as a major cultural crossroad throughout the
millennia with many customs colliding and blending along the way in this
comprehensive volume students can learn how central asia developed in
ancient times and how the nations of the steppes evolved through the middle
ages into modern history from the silk road to russian colonization to soviet
rule central asia s ever changing nations continue to play an important role
in international society today this volume is the perfect addition to any high
school public or undergraduate library

this is a study of central asian history from chinggis to the present with
reference to relations with china russia india and western europe and to
wider themes of world history an introductory chapter defines central asia in
time place and ecology the following chapters relate central asian history to
the eight world institutions whose development it is argued constitute world
history in the proper sense

between the ninth and the fifteenth centuries central asia was a major
political economic and cultural hub on the eurasian continent in the first half
of the thirteenth century it was also the pre eminent centre of power in the
largest land based empire the world has ever seen this third volume of
christoph baumer s extensively praised and lavishly illustrated new history of
the region is above all a story of invasion when tumultuous and often brutal
conquest profoundly shaped the later history of the globe the author explores
the rise of islam and the remarkable victories of the arab armies which
inspired by their vital austere and egalitarian desert faith established
important new dynasties like the seljuks karakhanids and ghaznavids a
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golden age of artistic literary and scientific innovation came to a sudden end
when between 1219 and 1260 genghiz khan and his successors overran the
chorasmian abbasid lands dr baumer shows that the mongol conquests while
shattering to their enemies nevertheless resulted in much greater mercantile
and cultural contact between central asia and western europe

this compact book traces the history of the nomadic steppe tribes and
sedentary inhabitants of the oasis city states of central asia from pre history
to the present golden covers themes of trade religion empire technology and
language as he introduces readers to the people who have inhabited this
region

post cold war historiography of modern central asia has been characterized
by a focus on cultural history most of this scholarship rests on a set of
assumptions about traditional institutions and social practices which merely
reflect the bias of soviet or even tsarist era historiography explorations in the
social history of modern central asia addresses the need for a remedy to this
state of affairs and thus offers new insights on a number of subjects relating
to the social history of the region it includes essays dealing with property
relations resource management forms of local administration the constitution
of new social groups the construction of identity categories and an enquiry
into the landscape of islamic practices among the nomads

for those who still get their stans mixed up hiro s book provides a detailed
and nuanced overview of the region financial times best books of the year the
nations of uzbekistan turkmenistan kazakhstan kyrgyzstan tajikistan turkey
and iran the majority of them former soviet republics remain little
understood in the west even in the post cold war era this book delves into
these central asian countries their histories cultures economics politics
militaries and relationships with regional neighbors russia in particular
ultimately inside central asia is an outstanding in depth introduction to this
part of the world full of dependable history telling and analysis the economist
praise for the work of dilip hiro the writing is clear and informative the new
york times hiro s mix of lively writing and serious detail should draw in
readers choice intriguing analysis publishers weekly an eminent historian
kirkus reviews
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